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DANIEL ii. 21. 


—He removeth Kings, and ſetteth 
up Kings 


W HAVE ſaid ye are Gods, and all of you tbe 
children of the Moſt High ; but ye ſhall die 
lite Men, and fall like one of the Princes u. 
Thus it is, my Brethren, that the Pſalmiſt, on 


the Part of God, pronounces a ſolemn Sen- 


tence on the Kings and Princes of the Earth. 


Buy reaſon of the Dignity of their high Office, OE 


and becauſe they are ſome of the principal 
human Agents by which Providence governs the 
World, they are here, as in other Places, ho- 


„ Pfal. Lxxxii. 6, 7. 
A 2 ' noured ' 


41 
noured with the reſpectable Titles of Gods, 
nevertheleſs it is ſaid, they ſhall die ike Men, 
and fall like one of the Princes, to whoſe Duties 
and Grandeur they ſucceeded. 


SUCH is the Purport of this Sentence, which 


is equally applicable to good and bad Mo- 
| narchs; and, whenever the Supreme Wiſdom 


ſees fit, executed alike on thoſe excellent So- 


vereigns, the Equity, Tenderneſs, and Benefi- 
"cence of whoſe Adminiſtration renders them 
the true Fathers of their People; and on thoſe, 
{| - who, engroſſed by Pride, Injuſtice, and Cruelty, 
| are the Tyrants of their own Country, ag the 

4 * ol all their Neighbours. | 


Bur eh t equal with Reſpect to 


the Certainty of their Departure, and the Diſſo- 


lution of their mortal Part when conſigned to 
the all- humbling Tomb; different, widely dif- 


. ferent is the Manner in which the Public are 


when the ſelfiſh, 


affected by ſuch an Event 


mean, inglorious Monarch, who claimed a di- 
vine Right to reign wickedly, who diſgraced the 
Throne he filled, and the royal Title he bore, 
by treating his People as his hereditary Pro- 
perty, his Slaves, as though they were created 


for 


l 

for the Sake of their Princes, rather than their 
Princes ordained for them, and were Creatures 
of an inferior Species - When ſuch a one is 
removed by Death, far from being honoured 
with the real Sorrow of his Kingdom, his op- 
preſſed People rejoice ſecretly; and, if favoured 
with the pleaſing Proſpect of a worthy Succeſ- 
ſor, triumph openly in the Event, eſteeming it, 
as indeed it is, a public Bleſſing. A juſt Con- 
tempt, min gled with an honeſt Indignation, 
prompts them to load his Memory with de- 
ſerved Reproaches: and not only the Tongue 
of private and perſonal Diſguſt, inſpired by the 
generous Feelings of public 8 pirit, triumphs in 
proclaiming its juſt Reſentment againſt him; 
but that alſo of impartial Hiſtory publiſhes his | 
Diſgrace, and perpetuates it to the remoteſt 
Poſterity If we turn away our Views, from 

ſuch worthleG Princes, fixing them on thoſe 
wiſe and excellent ones, who by reaſon of their 
true regal Merit, more than by the inherent Dig- 


| nity of their exalted Office, are Gops on Earth :' 


a widely different Scene preſents itſelf to our 
Attention When ſuch are taken away, they 
are, for the firſt Time, the Cauſe of Sorrow to 
their Subjects — a ſincere, a deep Concern im- 
* ſeize all Ranks and Orders — the 
A 3 Land 
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Land over which they worthily preſided, mourns 
for them as for a common Parent; and beſides, 


being immediately honoured with the undiſ- 


ſembled Grief of a whole Nation, Meir Me- 
mories are tranſmitted to Poſterity with unfad- 
ing Renown. Death tears them, indeed, from 
their Throne of State, but can do no more ; 


for they ſtill live, ſtill reign on that moſt ho- 
nourable of all mortal Thrones, The 1 257 


of a grateful People. 


A RovyaL Character * unaffpctedly ami- 
able, thus highly reſpected and beloved during 


|| Life, and thus juſtly and univerſally lamented 
| in Death, will not fail to lead your Thoughts 
| to that worthy and excellent Monarch, whom 
 Great-Britain has lately loſt —But is it proper 
that his Death ſhould employ all our Attention? 


—$ it not rather incumbent upon us, as ratio- 
nal Creatures, and as Chriſtians, to attend to 
the Voice of the divine Word, which com- 


mands us with an Authority peculiar to itſelf, 


do cecſe from Man *, and to fix the Eye of our 
Faith upon him who is infinitely higher than 


— ** of the Earth, even n the King 


* Tfaiah il, 22. GY | | 
eternal, 


171 


eternal, immortal, and invi oh * ? Upon him 
| whoſe Throne is in the Heavens, whoſe King- 
dom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and ruleth over 
all +? Upon him who, while he hides himſelf, 
- as it were, behind the Veil of ſecond Cauſes, 
gives them their Exiſtence, their Action, their 
Efficacy, and powerfully acts in all, though he 
ſeems not to act? The Promotion of Princes 
cometh not from Man, as its prime Source: it is 
God who appoints the particular Times, Sea- 
ſons, and Places of their Appearance; He it is 
who in the Exerciſe of his providential Empire, 
raiſes them to their reſpective Baie ang at 
his Pleaſure takes them . f 


Maur and full are thoſe Paſſages of the 
ſacred Oracles, in which this awful, yet com- 
fortable Doctrine concerning ſovereign Princes, 
is inculcated, and perhaps, in none more ex- 
preſsly than in the Words of our Text. They 
are Part of a very animated Song of Praiſe of- 
fered by the Prophet Daniel to the Moſt High, 
upon his obtaining a circumſtantial Revelation 
of an extraordinary Dream of Nebuchadnezzar ; 
the Particulars of which, that inſolent Print 


© x Tim. i, 7. Pal. exlv. 13. 
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having "ER inſiſted upon it, in contra- 


dition to the plaineſt Dictates of Huma- 


nity and Juſtice, that his wiſe Men ſhould 


diſcover ; and, upon their urging in Vindica- 


tion of themſelves, the abſolute Impoſſibility of 


doing it, doomed them all, together with Da- 


niet and his three Companions, to an immediate 


and bloody Death.— Inſpired under this for- 


midable Danger with an unſhaken Confidence 
in his God, the Prophet voluntarily appears 
before the haughty Monarch, and undiſmayed 


with his inſolent Threatenings, boldly engages, 
provided he would give him Time, to anſwer 
his unreaſonable Demand. Having obtained 
this Reſpite, he departs, full of Faith, from the 
Preſence of the Tyrant, and joins with his pious 
Companions in earneſt Prayer 'to God, that he 
would vouchſafe to ſhew him the Dream, and 


alſo the Interpretation thereof. They pleaded 
fervently for this Favour, and pleaded: not in 
vain; for Lol the Dream itſelf, in all its Par- 


ticulars, as well as the proper Interpretation of 


it, was revealed to Daniel in a Viſion of the 


Night. This was a Scene worthy the extraor- 
dinary Interpoſition of God: fince not only the 


Preſervation of the Babyloniſh Magi, but alſo 
the wad of the ä and his Companions, 


and 


— 


199 | 
and in all Probability, the Lives of a great 
Part of their Nation too, were concerned in it; 
as alſo the Honour of the Lord's Name, and 

that of his Religion, in Oppoſition to the 
wretched Superſtition and Idolatry of the Baby- 
lonians. Struck with Gratitude to the moſt 
High for this very ſeaſonable Favour, the Pro- 
phet breaks out into a ſublime Song of Praiſe: 
. Bleſſed be the Name of God for ever and ever: 

for Wiſdom and Might are his, and he changeth 
the Times and the Seaſons : He removeth Kings, 
and ſetteth up Kg | 


We enter no Gethes into the Connection of 
theſe Words with the other Pai ts of the Son g. 
becauſe it would lead us top far from 
Points that are more material. It is ſufficient 
for our preſent Purpoſe, that whether taken 
with, or without any Relation to the Context, 
hay recommend to us this weighty Maxim ; ; 
That the Death of Sovereign Princes is 
an Event in which divine Providence is pe- 
0 * culiarly concerned.” ; 

Tuis naturally leads us into the Plan of 
what is now to > be _—_— which is, 


9 To prove and Waſtrate this inereting. | 
uk Truth and then, IL. 


— 


— rn en  OOOOOnns 
- IR 
2 9 


———— 


{A 
— — — — 
r 
8 
2 Lander tn, a). 


9 


Wa e 


— — — * — "__ 
— — . — — ̃ —— 
5 REL; —— — — PPP 
r ² w ⁰ V — Po TNT 
% . 


8 


— . — 
—— —ę — 
* 2 1 

* 


| . from which ſome * wiſer Heathen 


ye _ 
II. To apply it to the folemn Event which 


i the Occaſion of the * Diſcourſe. 


Av may that infinitely * wil and 


good Being, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all, 


and the Scepter of whoſe Dominion. is in all 


| Reſpedts inflexibly righteous, ſo impreſs our 


Hearts with a becoming Senſe of his provi- 


dential Interpoſition on this Occaſion, that we 


may- more deeply reverence his infinitely-re- 
ſpectable Authority, and repoſe ourſelves with 


a boundleſs Confidence upon him in all * 


whether national or * 


1 firſt W g theſe Words is, 


That the Death of ſovereign Princes is an Event 
- m which divine Providence is peculiarly - con- 


N | 1 RS. 
73 ph * 4 
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I x our Time would permit, and it was ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, we might argue and eſtabliſh 
the Truth of this Remark, from thoſe. Ideas 


of the bleſſed God, and his providential Go- 
vernment at large, which the Dictates of Rea- 
fon, as ſuggeſted by an attentive Obſervation of 


the Works of Nature, teaches Men to form, 


Were 


11 
were led to infer even a particular Providence, 
as thoſe who are converſant with their Wri- 


tings well know. From hence we might 
proceed to confider many Paſſages of the fa- 
_ cred Oracles, in which the Perpetuity and Uni- 
verſality of the providential Empire of the 
moſt High, is inſcribed as with a Sun- beam, 
as one of the great fundamental Truths of 
Religion, and by which it plainly appears, 
that whether in Heaven or on Earth, whether 
concerning Things viſible or inviſible, He work- 
eth all Things according to the Counſel of his 
own Will, without the leaſt Poſſibility of Con- 
troul from __ of his Creatures. 


- 22 as the Diſcuſſion 15 theſe grand To- 
pics would lead us much too far from our 
immediate Subject, and as I am aldrefling my 5 
ſelf to an Aſſembly who readily own the uni- 


27 verſal and perpetual Agency of divine Provi- 


dence, I ſhall wave ſuch a diffuſe Enquiry, 
_ endeavouring to prove. and illuſtrate the Point 


m — a View of the prodigious 


| Importance of the Death of ſovereign Princes; 1 
——and what th dri Orades expel a Y 
ſert concerning it. Z 4 
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Tus ] 


Tux Death of ſovereign Princes, is, in all 


Reſpects, an Event of ſuch vaſt Importance to 
Society, as evidently to require the peculiar re- 


gard of Providence. It neceſſarily includes 
the Welfare of many, not only a few Do- 
meſtics and Favourites, but all who are under 
their Government are, in a higher or lower 
Degree, affected by it. The civil and religious 


Privileges of Thouſands, and ten Thouſands, 
are involved in it, and, 


in its more remote 

Conſequences, even their eternal State may be 
affected by it; ſince it is certain, that their 
Opportunities of religious Light and Improve- 
ment are often determined by it, for the better 
The Death of a Man of Pro- 
bity and Religion, who in the contracted Circle 
of private Life, is uſeful to his Family and 
Friends, has a very good, or unfavourable In- 
fluence upon the Intereſts of many, both for 
Time and Eternity; but there is as much Dif- 


ference between the Removal of ſuch a one, 
and that of a great and excellent Prince, as 


between the Extinction of a Taper, and 


an Eclipſe of the Sun; the one, darkens only 
a ſingle Room, the other, ſpreads a melancholy 


Gloom over extenſive Nations and Kingdoms. 
When thereſore, beſides the obvious Conclu- 
* „„ „ 


E 
ſions we are led into, from Reaſonings power- 
fully ſuggeſted by the Works of God around: 
us, we are expreſly aſſured in the divine Word, 
that the Providence of the great Father of all, 
intereſts itſelf in the ſmalleſt Events, concern- 
ing the Preſervation and Deſtruction of Things 
and Creatures, that, in a comparative View, 
are mean and low in the Scale of being: if 
the Hairs of our Head are ſaid to be number- 
ed * if God feeds the young Ravens when 
they cry +, and not even a Sparrow falls to 
the Ground without him t, can we think that 
Men die without his Concurrence ? and if not 
Men, then ſurely not thoſe who by the very 
Nature of their Office; are his Repreſentatives 
among Men, and on whom, in all Views, the 


YO" of Thouſands evidently GR ? 


Ar it allo * obſerved, that there are 
many Paſlages i in the divine Word, in which 
the Removal of one Prince, and the Exalta- 
tion of another, is expreſly aſcribed to the pe- 
culiar Agency of the moſt High. Can any 
thing be more pertinent to this Purpoſe, than 
the Words of our Text? He removeth rect 


- Mat- * 30. and Luke x11. 7. 2 2 Fi. cali 9. 
54 Matt. x. 29. | 
and 


- 


141 
and he fetteth up Kings. Is it not alſo ſtrongly 


aſſerted by our pious Prophet in another Place *, 


that the moſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, 
and giveth it to whomſoever he will ? To the 


| fame Purpoſe is that emphatical Language __ 


the devout Pſalmiſt, Promotion cometh not nei- 
ther from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from 
the South : but God is the Fudge : He putteth 
down one, and ſetteth up another +. Conform- 


able to this Truth riot only David, Solomen, 


and the other Jewiſh Princes their Succeſſors, 
who were under a Theocracy, or more particu- 


lar Adminiſtration of Providence, but even 


Cyrus, though a Pagan Prince, is called the 


"anointed of the Lord t, and was expreſly fore- 


told % Name, an hundred and twenty Years 


before his Birth, as one who was a choſen In- 
ſtrument to fulfil the good Pleaſure of God, 
with . Regard to the Intereſts of his Church 

and People. In like Manner the Fall and 


Death of Netuchadnezzar, of Belſhazzar, and 
of many other vain-glorious and inſolent Princes, 


is denounced in the prophetic Books, and, as 
the Teſtimony of prophane Hiſtory abundant- 


ly confirms, was fulfilled with a ſurprizing 


Exactneſs both of Time and Manner. 
den. 5. 17. 1 pf. Ixxv, 6, 7. 1 1. e. 1. 
* FROM 


; ＋ 


 _ FRoM theſe Premiſes we conclude, that - 
whatever Difference there may be either in the 
Time, or the Manner of the Death of different 
Princes, the Truth of our Text holds equally 
good concerning them all; nor does the Dif- 
ference of their Characters make any Difference 
in this Reſpect. But be they good or bad; 
are they cut off in the Beginning, or in the 
full Bloom, or in the Advance of Life and 
Royalty, fall they in the Field of Battle, 

while vindicating, or oppreſſing the Rights 

and Liberties of Mankind ; or die they peace- 
ably in their Beds, feared and hated by their 


Subjects; or, on the contrary, honoured with - 


their Tears and Praiſes, and ſurrounded with 
all the Splendors of a juſt and glorious Ad- 


miniſtration, they fall not by Chance : that all- 


ruling Hand of Providence, which by the i in- 
termediate Agency of ſecond Cauſes, firſt pro- 
moted them, when they have anſwered thoſe 
Ends of Judgment or Mercy for which they 

were raiſed up, removes them from the Land 
| of the Living, And whenever divine Provis 
= dence i is determined to execute this Purpoſe 


upon any of the Princes of the Earth, who 
can ftay its Hand, or ward off the Execution 
of the Decree ? In vain would the moſt po- 


tent 


—— — —— . op me ED. — 
— 
— 
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[16] 
tent Monarch double his Guards, when Death, 5 


the grand Enemy of Nature, has entered his 
Chamber, and is aſſaulting his Heart. In vain 


would he produce all the Treaſures of opu- 


lent Kingdoms, or all his pompous Titles of 


Dignity and Pre-eminence, when the King of 


Terrors, commiſſioned by the King of Hea- 


ven, makes his Approach. He tears away the 


royal Captive, unable to reſiſt ſuch ſuperior 
Force; and from that ſuperb Manſion, which 
was the Seat of his Dignity, his Pomp is brought 
down to the Grave, the Worms are x onal under 
_ and the Worms cover MT: 7 


My Beetkiten, with * an exalted Idea of 


| the providential- Empire of the glorious Jeho- 
wah, ſhould theſe Conſiderations impreſs our 


inds——and, methinks too, they enforce 


with a peculiar Energy, upon Princes and Ma- 


giſtrates, that ſpirited Exhortation of the royal 
Pſalmiſt, Be wiſe No therefe ore, O ye Kings : . 


be inſtructed, ye Judges of the Earth. Serve 


the Lord with Fear, and rejoice with trembling 1 


- AND ſince we 0 Si the me ets 5 


a 8 potent Monarchs are equally i in the Hand | 


®* If, xiv, 11. + Pc 10, 11. 


> of 


E 
of God, with the meaneſt of their Subjects, and 
are removed whenever he thinks fit, does not 


this loudly call upon us, and eſpecially in Con- 


nection with the preſent mournful Event, to 


beware that we do not put an undue Confidence 


in Princes *, nor in the Son of Man, in whom, 


conſidered in himſelf, there is no Help? His 


Breath goeth forth ; he returneth to his Earth : 
in that very Day his Wage periſh. 


Wr are engaged on a Subject 3 is fruit- 
ful of practical Reflections; but notwithſtand- 
ing the Abundance in which it ſuggeſts them, 


and the evidently-uſeful Tenor of them, our 


Time obliges me to TR wy and to pro- 
ceed under our | hot 


Wit "General Head, 0 apply the N of 


our Text to that ſolemn Event which is the 


Occaſion of the preſent Diſcourſe. 


7 A SOLEMN Event indeed. no leſs than the 


Death of a ſovereign Prince —of a great and 


good Prince of GEORGE the Second, of 
truly glorious Memory. — This awful Stroke 
which has long been dreaded, and by all true 
Lovers of our Country, amented even in Ex- 


beclation, has at length wllen on the venera- 


ble Head of Majeſty, and conſigned it to de 


* Pf. exlvi. 3, 4- 
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| Eo 9 My 

Duſt— Britain deeply feels the painful Stroke 

— The Tear of honeſt Sorrow is yet freſh up- 

on her Cheek—all Orders, Ranks, and Parties 
of Men, cordially join in lamenting their Pa- 

triot Monarch, who, under God, was one of 
the principal Bulwarks of the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt in general, while with ſo much Reſolu- 
tion, Honour, and Succeſs, he vindicated the 
Rights and Liberties of his Crown and People. 


Wr, here preſent, who are native Britons, 
or immediately deſcended from ſuch, tho di- 
vided from our Countrymen in Point of natio- 
nal Reſidence, are nevertheleſs united with 
them in Affection, and deeply partake of their 
laudable Concern under this publick Loſs. Far 
from being aſhamed to own this, we glory 1n 
it as our Honour, and ſhould have juſt Reafon 
to bluſh if we did not. Situated as we are in 
this Proteſtant Land, which we heartily love, 
and wiſh well too, and obliged as we are to its 
indulgent KSovereigns, and alſo to the good Ma- 
giftrates of this City, for the Protection and 
Liberty we enjoy under their paternal Influ- 

- ence, yet if we forget Thee, O Jeruſalem— If 
we are inſenſible to thine Intereſts, O Britain, 
- dear Land of our Nativity, glorious Seat of 


|| + Arts and Empire, Liberty and Religion! may 


we be forgotten ; ; may we be rejected by thee, 


as diſhonouring che N ame of Britons, and un- 
2 


—— 


Ig] 
worthy 8 glor ious Privileges of our Birth - 
right, which, had they exiſted ſo early, would 
have done Honour to an antient Roman. - 


* 


Tur outward Tokens of Mourning we 


wear on this ſolemn Occaſion, are the Effects 


of a real inward Concern, in which we cor- 
dially ſympathize with his late Majeſty's ſa- 
cred Succeſſon, with all the other royal Mem- 
bers of his ſurviving Family i in Great- Britain, 
and with you alſo, O illuſtrious Houſe of 
Orange ! equally dear to our native Land as to 
this Country, by a thouſand Ties and Obliga- 
tions We have alſo the Comfort to con- 
clude, that we are cordially joined in this ge- 
nerous patriot Concern, by all publick-ſpirited 


Proteſtants throu ghout theſe United Provinces, © 


who, whatever the undiſcerning many may think 
or affirm to the contrary, have loſt a valuable 


- Friend by the Death of his late Majeſty. 


Wurx good old Samuel died, ſenſible of „ 
the many Benefits they had enjoyed under his 
mild and equitable Adminiſtration, all Iſrael 


lamented bim *. This ſtands upon Record in 


the divine Word in Honour of that excellent 


Judge, while it reflects an Honour on the good 


I the Gratitude, and Picty of the People; | 
I Sam, xxv. 1. 


x om for © 


E 2 } 

for certainly a real national Concern for the 
Loſs of an excellent chief Magiſtrate, and thoſe 

publick Expreſſions of it which Cuſtom eſta- 
bliſhes in different civilized Countries, not only 
Decency authorizes, but Gratitude, conſidered 


as a Branch of Religion, evidently requires. 

Some Meaſure of Sorrow is due to every wiſe 
and good Man, whoſe Life was truly uſeful 
and ornamental, tho' in one of the ſmalleſt 
Circles of ſocial and civil Life: one who fill- 
[| |. ed a more extenſive Sphere of honourable Ac- 
||] tivity, is entitled to a yet more enlarged Tribute 

of Grief upon his Removal; and by Conſe- 
| quence, for that of a ſovereign Prince, and ſuch 
a one as Great-Britain has now loſt, the largeſt 
. Degree of rational and chriſtian Concern can- 
i | not be too much. 


— 
Y — 


5 | Bur while Religion as well as Decency, re- 
I || quires a becoming Concern for his Death, it 
[ equally demands the Exertion of other Duties = 
| 
| 


| | on this ſolemn Occafion ; and what they are, 
[ | we will now proceed to enquire. 


Fr > Tur I. Is Submiſſion to the Hand of the 
„ oh moſt High, under this affecting Providence. ; 
Tho greatly illuſtrious in his regal Character, 
4 | and juſtly dear to a People made happy by his 
1 paternal Adminiſtration, it nevertheleſs becomes 


. <= 
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us to remember he was the Gift of God, anc 


that in taking him away, the great Lord of all 
has only reſumed his own. Had Providence 
done this in ſome very alarming Conjuncture 
that ſeemed to denounce a formidable national 
Calamity, even then it would have been our 
indiſpenſible Duty to have impoſed Silence on 


our Paſſions, under the unerring Diſpoſal of 
the King of Kings. But, bleſſed be God, this 
is not our Caſe; for when we recollect how long 


he was permitted to fill the Throne; how wor- 
thily he ſwayed that Scepter with which he 
was chearfully intruſted by a numerous and 


free People, and from thence direct our Views 


to that engaging Proſpect of future additional 
Bleſſings opening for our Enjoyment in his 
Royal Succeſſor, far from having any Reaſon to 
fear he was taken away in Judgment, we may 


comfortably conclude, that he was removed in 
Mercy to the Nation and to himſelf.— in 


Mercy to the Nation, that after being worn 
out with Vears, and the complicated Burdens 
of his exalted Station, he might make Room 
for one, who, by Reaſon of Health, and Vi- 
gour of Conſtitution, was more fit to endure 


the neceſſary Fatigues of Government in 
Mercy to himſelf, that, after having ſerved his 


Generation ſo faithfully and well, he might be 
releaſed from the Burdens of his nds. Ser- 
. B q ; | vice, | 
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vice, to exchange an earthly Crown that was 
lined with innumerable Cares for one th## is 
eternal, 5 penal of compleat FR. 


| called by this RE Event, wr 
SECONDLY, Thankfulneſs to the moſt High 
on his late Majeſty's Account. Here à very ex- 


us from every Quarter, all conſpiring to excite 


ferred on the Britiſp Nation, and in a conſi- 
dierable Meaſure too on the whole Proteſtant 
World, in the Perſon and Adminiſt ation of the 


royal and venerable Deceaſed ——If we would 


act conſiſtently with our Privileges and Cha- 
ful that he was raiſed up to fill the Place of 


E on to more advanced Degrees of Secu- 
_ rity, Honour, and Perfection, that glorious 


- the Preſervation of the Britiſo Relig gion and 
Felicity in all Views.-——Nor does it leſs de- 


"Lond 


1 


AxorHrR Chriſtian Duty to which v we are 


tenſive Field of Contemplation is opened up to 
us, in'which a Variety of Motives croud upon 


our Gratitude to an indulgent Providence for 
thoſe great, thoſe innumerable Bleflings it con- 


racer as Britiſh Proteſtants, we ſhall be thank- 


his Royal Father of illuſtridus Memory, and to 


Work which He ſo worthily promoted, even 
| Liberties, and the Encreaſe of its Honour and 


mand our. Gratitude, that the Arm of the 


1 
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al 


Lord guarded him on the Throne, and made 


him to proſper, notwithſtanding the mad At- 
te. pts of a Set of deſperate, infatuated Men, 
who commenced an unnaturalRebellion againſt 
him, without any Shadow of a juſt Cauſe to 
vindicate their Proceedings. Unworthy the 
Liberties, and even the Name of Britons, like 


the ſilly People repreſented by the Trees in 
the Parable of Jotham , they became weary 
of the foſtering Shade of the Proteſiant Cedar, 
and wanted a Popiſh Bramble to reign over us. 


But he that /itteth-in the Heavens, and at whoſe 


ſovereign Diſpoſal the Kingdoms of the Earth are, 
had them in Derifion, 0 Fire to come out of 


the Cedar, which devoured the Bramble and 
its Adherents, and not only cruſhed their inſo- 


lent Attempt, but over-ruled it, to fix his 
Majeſty more firmly than ever, in the Hearts 


of all his Subjects. It alſo calls for our 


grateful Acknowledgment to Providence, that 
he reigned with ſo much Luſtre. That he 
did thus reign, witneſs the Sorrow of his 


mourning People; witneſs the paſt Rage of 


; his Enemies at his Succeſſes, and their preſent 


joy for his Removal, while the Annals of his 


| Govern ment, compared with thoſe of the moſt 


illuſtrious of his Predeceſſors, abundantly con- 
firm our Aſſertion. Far n 1 torn with 


,* Judges ix. 8——16. ; | 
B 4 — | Fadfions 


ſide, forbids my enlarging on this Head. You 
however, my Brethren, who are either Natives 
or Lovers of Britain, and you eſpecially, who 
are both, will prevent me in your own Thoughts 
on this tranſporting. Subject, and eaſily imagine 

what I would have ſaid, had it been proper to 
enlarge —Thankfulneſs is likewiſe due to Provi- 

my that his oy was continued ſo _ 
it ; 2 * | 
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Faction, or labouring under any Decay of 

; | Trade, or publick Credit, .in any Part of his 

EReign, Britain faw wholeſome Laws enacted - 

por her domeſtic Tranquillity, and publick | 

|| Glory, and vigorouſly carried into Execution . 

beheld her Fleets triumphing on the Ocean, : 8 
and her Armies conquering by Land; while her 

wmercantile Intereſts roſe to a prodigious Height, 

Wealth and Plenty flowing in upon her from 

[4 | every Quarter of the Globe, to ſtrengthen as 

well as enrich her, adorning the Brow of her 

|} truly reſpectable Monarch with the blooming . 

«| Olives of Arts, Peace, and Commerce, mingled 

|| with the faireſt Laurels of * and Con- 

[ | red; 

Bor delightful as this Proſpect is to the Eye 

tl of every true Briton, and what Mufic ſoever 

| | there might be to every Britiſb Ear in the Enu- 

| meration of his glorious Triumphs, Reſpect for 8 

| | the Neutrality of the Country in which we re- 

1 

thi 


Dy 


— 


— — ——— nn 
. — — 
. RT ns YE rs 
— . 1 w — — N : — — 
— — 
Ie ee ee eee wager nn 
— 
ö 


* * * po — TY 
3 — 
— _— — em ee 


L 26 T 0 
few of the Britiſh Monarchs have filled the 
Throne for ſuch a Length of Years. - This is one 
of the many great Felicities that attended his 
proſperous Reign ; for had he been taken away 
while his Royal Succeſſor was yet in a State of 
Minority, his Kingdoms would have ſuſtained 
a much greater Loſs by his Removal than they 
now do. We were often fearful leſt this Event 
| ſhould have happened; and all'thoſe who truly 
| feared God, and loved the King, offered their 
fervent and continual Prayers that it might not: 
nor did they requeſt it in vain, but were heard 
in what they feared, and had his invaluable Life 
| lengthened out in Mercy, till his preſent Majeſty 
(whom God long preſerve ) had attained to 
| Years of Maturity. The good old King wiſhed 
indeed, as all his faithful Subjects did with him, 
that he might live to put an End to the Cala- 
mities of War by an honourable and laſting © 


Peace: but as the ſupreme unerring Wiſdom 


thought otherwiſe, it becomes us to be thank- 

ful that he was ſpared fo long, and not taken 
away till full of Years and Glory. As he drew 

| near his Decline, the Splendors of his Reign en- 
creaſed by ſurpriſing Degrees, but were brighter 


than ever when he departed ; ſo that he may 
not be unfitly compared to the ſetting Sun, when 
in the cloudleſs Evening of a Summer's Day, 


that radiant Orb ſhines with improving Luſtre 


[ 26 ] 
and Magnitude, ſeems to hang awhile on the 
utmoſt Verge of the Heavens, and then, col- 
lecting all its Brightneſs into one glorious Blaze 
of Splendor, drops beneath the Horizon, and 
diſappears. Bleſſed be God, by whom he was 
ſet up and removed, that he reigned with ſo 
much Honour to himſelf and People, that he 
was continued ſo long, and died with n | 


* . 


ur beſides Thankſgiving to God on all * 
n Accounts, let me now exhort you, 


THIRDLY, To cultivate a decent Veneration 
for the Memory of his late Majeſty : though 
we ultimately aſcribe all the Bleſſings he con- 
- ferred upon his happy People, to the divine Au- 

A thor of every good and perfect Gift, yet fince he 
is pleaſed to impart his Favours by the inter- 
mediate Agency of our Fellow-Mortals, and eſ- 


pecially by good Princes, we ought certainly | 
to honour them as choſen Inſtruments. in his 


Hand; for if we diſregard them, how can we 
| be truly thankful to him? Such a worthy and 


reſpectable Inſtrument of Bleſſings to his Sub- 
jects was his late facred Majeſty, if Britain ever 
Had a Prince that was fo, and he may be ranked 
with the moſt eminent, it being certain, if we 
wy : me wr e e e ew 
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Houſe of Auſtria that 


_— — of Great- Britain, that he is not abore 
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view him in all Lights, that he WAS 2 "__ * 
„ and excellent Prince. | 


F * 


His Memory is entitled to our — 
Reſpect, on Account of his Military Accom- 


pPliſhments, of which he gave many Proofs in 
Flanders under the great Duke of Marlborough, 
and afterwards in the Fields of Dettingen, where 
he expoſed his ſacred Perſon in Defence of the 
HA ouſe of Auyfria——of the Houſe of Auſtria, 


and for thoſe preſent Individuals too of the 
But though he . 
did not gather his faireſt Laurels in the Fields 
of Slaughter, and had a much better Right to 


the Title of Hero, from his inceſſant Attention 
do guard the Liberties of Europe, and eſpecially 


thoſe of his own People, he knew as much of 
Military Affairs as it is proper a Monarch of 


Great-Britain ſhould know, it being certain, 
that to a free and commercial Nation as that is, 

a Sovereign with a great military Genius is a 4 

Misfortune, unleſs he be raiſed up, like William 


the Third, of glorious and immortal Memory, 


in a very er and ming __ of Affairs. 


te is one principal Privilege * Glory of 


the Laws of his Country, but is bound by the 


very ſame Acts of Parliament that bind the 


meeaneſt 
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meaneſt of his Subjects: that he reigns over 
free Men; over Men who poſſeſs an innate 
Averſion to Slavery in all Forms and Degrees, 
and we hope will never be enſlaved. He can- 
not be a great Prince, unleſs (as Sir William 


: il Temple well expreſſes it) he be the Man of his 


People. This is fo effential to his Safety, as well 
as to his Honour, that without it Armies cannot 
ſecure him on the Throne, with it Armies can- 
not ſhake him. Now the Character of the 
excellent Prince we lament, anſwers this De- 
ſeription in all its Parts admirably well; for he 
was indeed the Man of his People; had no In- 
tereſt ſeparate from theirs: in all his Counſels 
and Meaſures was full of Affection for them, 
and deemed it his trueſt Glory to make them 
great, by rendering them happy. He under- 

ſtood, he loved the Britiſb Conſtitution; never 
acted againſt it, never deviated from it, but was 
a juſt Prince, eminently faithful to all the Truſts 
repoſed in him by his Subjects, putting on 


Righteouſneſs as a Robe, and Judgment as a 
Diadem. In his Days, as in thoſe alſo of his 


Royal Father, who ever heard of any Claims to 
diſpenſe with the Laws ? of any ſtanding Ar- 
mies ſet on foot, or kept up, without the Con- 
| ſent of Parliament? of any illegal Exactions of : 
Money in any ſhape ? of any one Subject 
wronged in his Eſtate, or his Perſon, by 
e of one Revenge, or any Puniſh- 


F me 
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ments for pretended Plots? What ſin FE Vio- 
lation, in any one of its Laws, by his Counte- 


| nance and Authority, has Britain ſuffered during 


his long Reign ? So that his Majeſty might 
boldly have ſtood forth at laſt, and made a 
ſolemn Appeal to all his People, in the ſame 
Words that good old Samuel did, when he re- 


: ſigned the Government into the Hands of Saul *, 


Behold, here I am, witneſs againſt me before the 
Lord: whoſe Ox have I taten? or hoſe Aſs 
have IT taken ? or whom have I defrauded? whom 


Have Tofpreſſed? or of whoſe Hand have I received 
any Bribe, to blind mine Eyes therewith ? 


f Ir likewiſe reflects no ſmall Honour on his 


Memory that he was always averſe to Blood, and 


of a Diſpoſition ſo exceedingly merciful, that 


whenever he ſigned a Warrant for the Execu- 


tion of Criminals, it was with the utmoſt Re- 


gret; a Regret that extended even to thoſe: 
ungrateful Wretches who were condemned and 


executed by the Laws of their injured Country, 0 


for appearing in Rebellion againſt him. Com- 
pared with the N umber taken into Cuſtody for 
that aggravated Crime, but few ſuffered Death, 


the reſt being ſaved by the voluntary Exertion 
of that Royal Clemency they had ſo a | 


and notoriou ſly forfeited. 
2 1 Sam. xii. 3. 
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To all this we may juſtly add, that he was 


a true Proteſtant, utterly averſe to all Star- cham- 
ber Courts of Inquifition, to all Schiſin Acts, to 
every Kind, every Degree of Perſecution, and 
a moſt warm Friend to the ſacred Rights of 
Conſcience. So that upon the Whole, the 
Glory he received from being exalted to a 
Throne, was repaid with large Intereſt by the 
Luſtre he added to it; fince we may truly af- 
firm, that he had as few Blemiſhes, and as. 
many Excellencies, as the beſt of the Briti/h 
Princes ever had. For theſe Reaſons, his Me- 
mory is ſtrongly entitled to the dutiful Venera- 


tion of all his Subjects: and ſhould our Age be 
ſo ungrateful as to refuſe him this Tribute (of 


which, thank God, there is no Probability at 
Preſent) Poſterity will amply revenge his Quar- 
rel by doing him Juſtice. Yes, my Brethren, 
we may aſſert it with all the glowing Confi- 
dence of the warmeſt Patriotiſm, that the An- 
nals of his Reign will make a moft illuſtrious 


Figure in the Britiſh Hiſtory, and that admiring 


Poſterity will rank him in the Records of im- 
mortal Fame, with their Afreds, their Edwards, 
their Eligabeths, their M. aliams, there preſerv- 
ing his auguſt Memory with encreaſing Luſtre, 
when Statues of Braſs, or Marble, are moulder- 


ing away wih Age. 


Bor 


Bor it is Time we conclude; and methinks, 
my Brethren, I cannot do it better (ſince it is 


God who ſetteth up, as well as removeth Kings) 


than by exhorting you who are Britons, to be 


thankful to the Moſt High, that he has given our. 
dear Country ſuch a comfortable Proſpect of con- 


tinued and multiplyed Bleflings, as it actually 


enjoys in that hopeful Prince, who is now raiſed 
to the Throne of his Fathers. Let us pray that 


with the royal Mantle (like Elijab's prophetic 

one of old) a double Portion of the Spirit of 
ao excellent Prince, who lately wore it ſo 
long, and ſo worthily, may- deſcend on his 


Royal Succeſſor GEORGE the Tuix p; that 
in the Language of the Prophet, he may be 


the Repairer. of the Breaches, a Reftorer of Paths 


to dwell in . May his Reign be yet longer, 


5 and more illuſtrious than that of his excellent 


Predeceſſor: : under his Adminiſtration, may 


| Peace reſide within the Walls of Great- Britain, 
„ and all its Dominions; and Proſperity, in a 
EL higher Degree than ever, dwell in her Palaces +; 

ber Walls te. called Salvation, and. her Gates 


Praiſe +. May. the Britiſh Scepter continue in - 


the illuſtrious Houſe of HANOVER to the 
remoteſt Periods of the World, and be tranſ- 
| mitted with encreaſin g Dignity and Happineſs | 


- . Iſaiah lix. 12. f Plal, cxxii, * 1 Iviak „ 5 
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bl both to them and their Subjects from one Suc- 
ih ceſſor to another! | 
Will May Proſperity attend bis Country too, and 
; bl all its true Intereſts; the natural Union between 
Will it and Great-Britain be cheriſhed with growing 
* || Friendſhip, and encreaſing mutual Advantage; 
; 14 every remaining Cauſe of Coldneſs being re- 
moved, never, never to trouble them again — 
688 Thus united by mutual Affection, and a Com- 
munity in all their great Intereſts, as the two 
eldeſt Children of the Proteſtant Family; may 


they flouriſh great, free, glorious] ſecure in the 
Enjoyment of their own Liberties, and guarding 
thoſe of Europe alſo, eſpecially of the Reforma- 
lion. May Virtue and true Religion abound in 
il 0 chem, as the ſureſt Baſis of National Felicity; 
die Bars of their Gates be flrengthened *, and 
Ll all their Children Blefſed. In ſhort: may that 
- infinitely wiſe, good, and powerful God, who 
ſetterh up and removeth Kings, and dothwhatſoever 
he pleafeth among the Inhabitants of the Earth Þ, 
ever own and bleſs both Nations as 7herr God; 


and et all the People ſay t. Abe xx! 


- * Pfal. cxlvii. ef be. iv. 55. + Pſal. cvi. 48. 
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THE END, 
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